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THE LABORATORY OF URBAN CRIMINOLOGY OF PANTEION UNIVERSITY 

AT 

THE 19th ANNUAL CONFERENCE OF THE EUROPEAN SOCIETY OF CRIMINOLOGY 

GHENT, 18-21 SEPTEMBER 2019 

 

The 19th annual Conference of the European Society of Criminology about “Convergent roads, 

bridges and new pathways in Criminology” took place in Ghent in 18-21 September 2019. 

Within the framework of the conference and more specifically during the special panel session 

“Trends in space, place and crime, research 2” the postdoctoral researcher Eleni Kontopoulou 

presented two important empirical studies conducted under the scientific responsibility of the 

Professor and Director of the Laboratory of Urban Criminology of Panteion University Dr. 

Christina Zarafonitou. It must be noted that in the aforementioned panel the Working Group 

“Space, place and crime” of the European Society of Criminology (ESC WORKING GROUP-

PLACE) in which the Professor Christina Zarafonitou is a member also participated.  

The first empirical study titled “Mapping insecurity at the municipality of Moschato-Tavros” 

and presented by the Professor Christina Zarafonitou, the Assoc. Professor Angelos Mimis and 

Dr. Dimitrios Kalamaras was conducted on the basis of a collaboration between the Laboratory 

of Urban Criminology and the municipality of Moschato-Tavros. The aim of the research was 

to diagnose the problems resulting from crime and insecurity in the municipality of Moschato-

Tavros and to record the social beliefs related to the type of policing that is considered as the 

most appropriate for confronting the reported problems.  

The second research presented by the Professor Christina Zarafonitou and Dr. Eleni 

Kontopoulou was titled “Graffiti as art or a sign of neighbourhood degradation?”. The research 

was conducted within the framework of the course “City and criminality, feeling of unsafety 

and punitiveness” of the Postgraduate Programme “CRIMINOLOGY” of Panteion University 

(March 2016-May 2016) and the research results have already been published in the Journal 

“Criminology” (Nomiki Vivliothiki Publ., issue of 2016). The research aim was to investigate the 

association between, on the one hand, the signs of environmental and social degradation, 

with a special emphasis on graffiti, in 5 areas in the centre of Athens and on the other hand, 

the victimisation and insecurity of the  residents and workers in these areas. The choice of 

giving a special emphasis on graffiti was due to the lack of relevant criminological research 

data and due to its increase in the recent years in the Greek capital.  
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Finally, it is worth mentioning that within the context of the conference the annual meeting 

of the european Working Group “Space, place and crime” took place (ESC WORKING GROUP-

PLACE) in which Dr. Eleni Kontopoulou participated on behalf of the Professor Christina 

Zarafonitou. During the working group meeting special emphasis was given -among other 

themes- on the collaboration between researchers from different european countries and the 

sharing and comparing of research data and methodology regarding common topics of 

criminological interest within the field of Environmental Criminology.  
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